Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 03850 271143Z 

43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 10-10 AID-05 /067 W 

073139 

O R 27 1 100Z MAY 75 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8865 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ATHENS 3850 

1. THE GREEK GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED OFFICIALLY ON MAY 26 
THAT PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS AND DEMIREL WOULD MEET IN 
BRUSSELS. ACCORDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT, BEFORE DEPARTING 
FOR ROMANIA AND BELGIUM. PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS ACCEPTED 
THE PROPOSAL OF THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT TO MEET WITH TURKISH 
PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL. THE TIME OF THE MEETING, THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT ADDED, WILL BE DECIDED BEFORE MR. CARAMANLIS 
ARRIVES IN BRUSSELS. (HE PLANS TO ARRIVE IN BRUSSELS FROM 
BUCHAREST THE EVENING OF MAY 27.) 

2. ATHENS NEWS MEDIA COVERED PROMINENTLY AND FAVORABLY 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING. NEWS ACCOUNTS REFERRED TO 
DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES VIEWING THE TURKISH INITIATIVE AS AN 
EXAMPLE OF GOOD WILL AND AN EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE CLIMATE 
PREVAILING IN GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS. PRESS ALSO REFERRED 

TO WASHINGTON SOURCES AS SAYING PRESIDENT FORD, WHOSE BILATERALS 
WITH CARAMANLIS AND DEMIREL ON MAY 29 WERE ALSO REPORTED 
WIDELY IN PRESS, WAS HOPEFUL HE COULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
NORMALIZATION OF GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS. 
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MEETING FOLLOWING TURKISH INVITIATION CARAMANLIS-DEMIREL 
WILL DECLARE TO NATO THAT WAR IS EXCLUDED.' 1 HEADLINE 
BASED ON REPORT FROM TO VIMA CORRESPONDENT IN BRUSSELS TO 
EFFECT THAT FOLLOWING GREEK-TURKISH BILATERAL, A JOINT 
DECLARATION WILL BE RELEASED WHICH WILL EXCLUDE THE 
RECOURSE TO WAR FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF DIFFERENCES WHICH 
EXIST BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
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